WHAT IS A GICLEE PRINT

GICLEE PRINTING REPLACED THE OLDER LITHOGRAPH METHOD WHICH
WAS DONE ON A MECHANICAL PRESS WITH THE INK BEING ROLLED ONTO HARD
PAPER. LITHOS CAN BE RUN OFF IN LARGE QUANTITIES BECAUSE OF THE
SIMPLE AND RELATIVELY FAST MECHANICAL PROCESS. ONCE THE INK DRIES,
LITHOS CANNOT BE ALTERED. THE LITHO PROCESS PRODUCES A VERY
INEXPENSIVE PIECE OF ART AND IS APPEALING TO MANY BUYERS.

THE TERM GICLEE (PRONOUNCED GEE-CLAY) MEANS “LIQUID SPRAY” OR
“SPRAYED INK”. AN ADVANCED METHOD OF PRODUCING IMAGES OF ORIGINAL
PAINTINGS DIGITALLY USING A COMPUTER. THE ORIGINAL ART IS SCANNED
ELECTRONICALLY INTO A COMPUTER ALLOWING THE COLOR OR TONES TO BE
ADJUSTED BY THE ARTIST TO MATCH THE ORIGINAL ART AS CLOSE AS
POSSIBLE. THEN A SPECIALIZED HIGH-TECH INK JET PRINTER TRANSFERS
(SPRAYS) THE IMAGE OF THE ORIGINAL PAINTING ONTO THE CHOSEN PAPER.

THERE ARE VARIOUS TYPES OF GICLEE PROCESSES AND PRINTERS.
DEPENDING ON THE TYPE OF PRINTER, VARIOUS TYPES OF PAPER CAN BE
CHOSEN FOR THE GICLEE PRINT. SOME PRINTERS TRANSFER THE INKS TO A
COATED PAPER WHILE OTHER PRINT METHODS SUCH AS AN IRIS PRINTER USE
ABSORBENT WATERCOLOR PAPER WHICH MAY MATCH WHAT THE ARTIST USED
FOR THE ORIGINAL PAINTING. OTHER VARIABLES AFFECTING A GICLEE PRINT
COULD BE THE COLORS USED IN THE ORIGINAL ART WHICH COULD DETERMINE
WHICH PRINTER IS MORE APPROPRIATE. PRICE IS ALSO A FACTOR.

THE END GICLEE RESULT WITH AN IRIS PRINTER IS A VERY HIGH QUALITY
REPRODUCTION WITH MANY OF THE SAME QUALITIES OF THE ORIGINAL
PAINTING. COMPARED TO OTHER FORMS OF GICLEE PRINTING WHERE THE INK
IS SPRAYED ONTO A COATED PAPER AND NOT ABSORBED, THE IRIS METHOD
(INK IS ABSORBED INTO THE PAPER) PRODUCES A MORE DURABLE PRINT AND
CLOSER RESEMBLES THE ORIGINAL PAINTING. PRICE IS ALSO A FACTOR.

GICLEE PRINT EDITIONS ARE GENERALLY 100 — 350 NUMBERED AND
SIGNED BY THE ARTIST. MOST ARTISTS OFFER A CERTIFICATE OF AUTHENTICITY
WITH EACH PRINT. SPECIFICALLY IRIS PRINT EDITIONS ARE USUALLY SMALLER
50 — 100 WHICH INCREASES THE VALUE OF THE FINE ART PRINT.

GICLEE PRINTS OFFER THE BUYER THE NEXT BEST THING TO OWNING AN
ORIGINAL. AS WITH ANY FINE ART PRINT, SPECIAL CARE AND HANDLING IS
RECOMMENDED TO ENSURE THE LASTING BEAUTY AND LONGEVITY OF THE
PRINT. CONSULT WITH A PROFESSIONAL AND REPUTABLE FRAMER FOR PROPER
CARE OF YOUR GICLEE PRINT.
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